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By YUDISLAIDY FERNANDEZ

With competition stiffin resi-
dentia) real estate sales, local
interior designers are in high
demand for their staging ser-
capable of turning an
empty condo into a fully-fur-
nished home in 24 hours..

Home staging gives real es-
tate agents new tools and
sibly a needed edge = t0 market
a home for rent or sale.

“People cannot visualize ‘a
home unstaged,” said home de-
signer Monica Suleski, owner
of Miami-based Eclectic Ele-
ments. “In this economy, people
want ”

to lowball you,” she said,
so the way to get the best price
is to make the house look good.
Staging services are com-
monly used by residential prop-
erties from mansions to con-
dos, hotels and office spaces.
Ms. Suleski, who has been in
the design .business 20 vears,
says to prepare a home for sale

ot rent, professional stagers

have to work with the layout of
the home, eliminate clutter, and

~ edit and arrange furniture to

enhance the home’s appeal.
Designers focus on all. the
details, from the paint for inte-
rior walls to selecting furniture,
and lighting fixtures and deco-
rative plants to dress up the
space, she said. - S

‘Time also plays.a’ wmowoﬁ...‘..

_With the rental market in an
somereal estate agents

upswing,
need homes to be staged within
24 hours, she said, because each
day. homeowrers have @ prop-
erty NeDonthe market they lose
MONEY. o
To meet those deadlines, Ms.

pos- -

" Ms. Suleski works with local
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Monica Suleski of Miari-based Eclectic Elements sees home staging

as a way to make a house Eo_.m.mﬁ__omm::m and garnera better price.

Suleski has a warehouse where
“she keeps a large stock of mod-
ern and contemporary furniture.
She also has a 20,000-square-
foot showroom at 2227 Coral
Way. - ,
- With a team of 20 designers.
working by her side, Ms. Suleski
transforms properties in Coral
Gables, Miami Beach and Bal
Harbour as she stages proper-
ties ranging from $200,000 to
$20 million in value. . o
- But it’s not just developers:
and real estate agents who .are
keeping - interior designers

properties, not all have an eye
for design and know what fea-
rures-of a house to accentuate.
“1t has a huge impact on rent
and buy becauseso many people
are not visual; they need to see
final products;” said Dina
Goldentayer, a real estate pro-
fessional with Keller Williams
Mijami Beach Realty. “It speeds
up the time it takes tosell a
property. When a space is
empty, most people can’t pic-
ture themselves there.” . .
- Ms. ‘Goldentayer, who-spe-
‘Gializes'in high-end residential

- properties ‘in'Miami Beach and
‘Suhny Isles Beach,

- production companies and net-
works, renting them luxury fur-
“piture for their programs such
“as Telemundo soap opera El:
. Cartel and BET's teality show.

CCollegeHill. T
- While real estate agents are

" gkilled at buying ‘and selling .

Cmarket. oo 0 o
For owners seeking aquick

; ‘renovations, she said,

niy T sach, said she of-.
‘ten encourages sellerstostagea’
“residence ‘before going into'the

“sale and with zero budget for’
furnish=
“ing thie house can be more.eco-
nomical and help make the sale.
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“The owner doesn’t have to
renovate, but instead can dress
the place without costing as
much money or effort,” she
said. . )
" If the buyer wants to keep the
furniture it can be added to the
sale price, she added. .

~ Design company Tui Lifestyle
is assembling complete design
furnishing packages at the re-
cently completed three-property
development fcon Brickell,
showcasing three floor models:
traditional, contemporary and
Asian-themed. =
because a lot of people can’t
visualize space,” said Jason
Atkins, president of Tui
Lifestyle. = . ‘

. The mode] units are-stocked
with kitchenware, linens and
“sheets, artwork and furnitore,
he said. ‘ :

Package prices range from’

$2.800 up to $26,000 and de-

| Aninnovativelivingroom

“For sale associates it’s great

from design company Tui
g is assembling design packages for the 1con Brickell

sign elements can be mixed and
matched. .’

If a buyer opts to buy an Icon
unit and requests for the design
to be duplicated, Mr. Atkins
said, the company can do that
within 72 hours. “We have in-
ventory for everything.”

Tui Lifestyle’s turnkey ser-
vice at the Icon includes a divi-
sion at which it rents furniture
to residents in the rental apart-
ments. o ‘

The company also designs
model units for residential prop-
erties such as condo.complexes
50 Riscaype, the Trump Tow-
ers in Sunny Isles Beachandthe
residences at New Harbour
House in Bal Harbour, Mr.
Atkins said. :

“People are attracted to a
building for the property and
common areas and amenities,
but at the end of the day, people
get it [the property] for the -
home.”. ‘
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